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Building a Pathway to the Future
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WHAT? Miami-Dade County Public Schools will ask county voters
to invest in their schools by approving the issuance of a $1.2 billion
General Obligation (GO) Bond for renovating facilities, updating
technology, building school replacements, expanding student
capacity, and enhancing facility safety.

WHY? An inequity exists between the instructional experience of

students attending newer schools and those in outdated buildings.
To take full advantage of today’s technology and digital learning
environments, aging schools must be replaced or updated to ensure
all students have access to cutting-edge academic programming
and modern safety and security measures. Nearly one-half of the
District’s school buildings are over 40 years old, and more than
one-third are at least 50 years old.

Inadequate school buildings and the lack
of access to state-of-the-art technology
will hurt Miami-Dade County’s students
and long-term economic vitality.

WHY NOW? Interest rates are at an all-time low, and local building

costs are way down due to the recent lull in new construction. A
bond issue would provide for the District’s long-term capital needs to
be repaid over time with minimal impact to homeowners. Investing
in school infrastructure projects now will yield a greater return to
taxpayers than the actual cost to repay the bonds over time and will
create jobs in the community.
The School Board of Miami-Dade County, Florida, is sensitive to the
burdens of local taxpayers and has, in each of the last four years,
reduced the tax rate that the School Board controls.

Voters will be empowered to decide if long-term school infrastructure
improvements to benefit a new generation of students merit a GO
program in 2012.

Bonds will help:

• enhance the safety and security of school buildings
• renovate or upgrade every school

• guarantee technology equity across all schools

• seek stakeholder input while minimizing taxpayer burden
• promote greater public/private partnerships
• provide economic development and employment 		

opportunities to our community
• provide transparency and confidence with citizen advisory
and oversight committees to ensure timely and equitable
distribution of projects
• reinvest funds in the local economy

